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Here are a few ideas for capturing better pictures of your Toolbox for Education grant project. Keep these tips in mind!

Portraits

Use your imagination when it comes time to snap that shot of a fellow parent group volunteer. Catch them in action while they work or place them in surroundings that complement the story being sent. Get in close. This creates a larger, sharper image. Bright Idea: Keep backgrounds simple, but interesting. 

Group Shots

Large group shots can be difficult to organize to say the least. This shouldn’t stop you from getting a terrific photo. Capture the energy and excitement of a group that has won an award by having them cheer, use their arms or raise a banner. Bright Idea: Unusual angles and lighting add visual interest. 

Angles

Using extreme or unusual angles while photographing a subject is a great way to add visual appeal. You can start off snapping some straight on, but then try to get down low and shoot up or get on top of a ladder and shoot down on the same subject. Bright Idea: This is probably the most important tip to remember in order to snap that cool image. 

Lighting

Early in the morning (before 10 a.m.) and late in the afternoon (when the sun is going down) are the two best times to take shots outdoors. Nothing beats the soft, warm sunlight at these times. Bright Idea: If shooting inside, try to get close to a door or window or use a Halogen floodlight to add some contrast. 

Resolution

Image quality is very important. If using a digital camera, select the highest resolution on your camera. This will capture a larger, sharper image that will ultimately print better. If using a 35mm or Polaroid camera, ensure the image is crisp and clear. Bright Idea: Keep the camera as still as possible. Even your heartbeat can shake the camera. You can also prop the camera up on something to steady it. 

